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Rolls-Royce takes stake in Kelly center  

Rolls-Royce Group has become a minority partner in Kelly Aviation Center L.P., an aircraft engine-repair 
joint venture located at San Antonio's KellyUSA industrial park, officials said Thursday.  

Lockheed Martin Aircraft & Logistics Centers will remain majority partner in the repair and maintenance 
facility, and GE Transportation will remain a minority partner.  

British firm Rolls-Royce's involvement will allow the facility to provide better technical support for military 
aircraft engines, officials said. The U.S. military's C-130 airlift and P-3 surveillance aircraft use Rolls' T56 
engine.  

Kelly Aviation Center formed in 2002, taking over an existing Lockheed Martin contract to repair TF39 and 
T56 engines at KellyUSA, the former Kelly AFB.  
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Airmen deploy to support hurricane relief 
Blackanthem.com, LUKE AIR FORCE BASE, Ariz., September 08, 2005 
  
A total of 79 Luke Airmen from various backgrounds and units are supporting relief 
efforts in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. 
 
Since this weekend, 56th Fighter Wing Airmen were sent to Keesler Air Force Base, 
Miss., which incurred extensive damage from the hurricane. A large concentration of 
Airmen and equipment from across the Air Force are moving to the base near Biloxi, 
Miss., to assist the base and Air Force families.  
 
Some Luke Airmen may move forward from Keesler to other locations along the gulf 
coast, including New Orleans. The Airmen will provide a helping hand following one of 
the nation's worst natural disasters. 
 
Among the Luke Airmen are combat engineers, communications specialists, 
maintainers, chaplain assistants, medical personnel as well as command post, public 
affairs and services professionals.  
 
Of the 79 Airmen, 54 are from the 56th Civil Engineer Squadron. The engineers will 
assist their Keesler counterparts in securing the installation's perimeter, clearing debris, 
and working to house displaced personnel and relief workers. Electrical, power 
production, structural and utilities technicians are included in the group. 
 
Nine Airmen will assist with food preparation and housing arrangements to help feed 
and billet military personnel who are supporting relief efforts along the entire gulf coast 
region.  
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Another seven Airmen are from the 56th Medical Group representing various medical 
specialties, including a physician, a nurse, a medical technician, three medical 
administration Airmen and one medical logistician. They are part of an expeditionary 
medical support team setting up to provide care for active-duty military members and 
their families.  
 
"The men and women of Luke are supporting our Air Force as part of a nationwide effort 
to help as many people as possible," said Col. Robin Rand, 56th Fighter Wing 
commander. "It's an honor and a privilege for our Airmen to help our nation at such an 
important time." 
 
In addition to supporting the hurricane relief effort, Luke Airmen have also been tasked 
to deploy to areas in and around Iraq and Afghanistan to replace Air Force members 
whose families have been devastated by the hurricane. 
 
Luke's Chapel donated the offering collected on Sept. 4 to the Keesler AFB and gulf 
region relief efforts. 
  
Source : Secretary of the Air Force, Office of Public Affairs 
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Longtime Vance advocate dies 
 
The Enid News and Eagle, Page D5 
 
9 September, 2005 
 
By Jeff Mullin Senior Writer 
 
 
Oscar Curtis, longtime local businessman who for many years was the driving force behind Enid's Air 
Force Association Chapter, died at 86 Wednesday in Oklahoma City. 
 
Mike Cooper, former president of the AFA's Texoma Region, called Curtis "the reason that Enid continues 
to have the largest and strongest Air Force Association chapter." 
 
Cooper, chairman of Vance Development Authority and Oklahoma Strategic Military Planning 
Commission, said "Enid has the largest community partner (business) membership of any Air Force 
Association in the world because of Oscar Curtis." 
 
Curtis helped establish many programs to promote the relationship between Enid and Vance Air Force 
Base, such as Camp Tomahawk, a two-week summer program for underprivileged children. He also 
helped start the annual Vance-Enid golf tournament, the 2005 version of which will be held Sunday at 
Oakwood Country Club. 
 
He helped found Enlisted Appreciation Night, an event to honor enlisted personnel at Vance. In 1982 he 
began the Community Partner program as a way to raise funds for scholarships and other recognition 
efforts for Vance. 
 
"He was persistent and tenacious," said Enid AFA member Bill Shewey, a senior vice president at Central 
National Bank. "He had a lot of drive. He was good for the Air Force Association, in Enid and statewide as 
well as nationally." 
 
In 2003, Curtis received an Air Force Association lifetime achievement award. 
 
"When you get 400 businesses in a community with only 600 businesses into a community partnership, 
like Oscar did, that is pretty outstanding," said former state AFA president George Pankonin. 
 
Curtis also was active with the Greater Enid Chamber of Commerce's Military Affairs Committee and 
became known as "Mr. Christmas," for his work on the chamber's annual Santa Claus visit. He was an 
original member of the Enid-Vance Partners in the Sky organization. 
 
He served as campaign chairman for the United Way of Enid and Northwest Oklahoma, was chairman of 
the Retail Merchants' Association and president of Oak-wood Country Club. He also was president of the 
Rotary Club and was involved with the Senior AMBUCS and the Service Corps of Retired Executives. He 
also served on the Enid City Commission. 
 
"He was a lover of Enid," said Bob Emery, senior vice president of commercial lending at Security 
National Bank, who worked with Curtis on a number of civic activities. "He did a lot of things for this town. 
Mostly he was Mr. Vance." 
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Curtis, a graduate of the University of Arkansas, moved to Enid in 1957 to manage the JCPenney store 
on the Square. He managed the store for 22 years, before his retirement in 1979. He turned down a 
promotion to manage a larger store in Shreveport, La., because he didn't want to leave Enid. 
 
He was a member of First Presbyterian Church, which he served in various capacities. 
 
The funeral for Curtis will be 4 p.m. Monday at First Presbyterian Church, with a reception to follow.  
 




